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June 19, 2025 

 
117 Crichton Street 
Apartment 1 
Ottawa, ON K1M 1V8 
 
The Right Honourable Mark Carney 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Office of the Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 
 
Dear Prime Minister, 

We are writing to register our strong objection to Bill C-5 in both its substance and 
process.  

Instead of rushing to pass this controversial omnibus bill, the Government should break it 
into two parts: The first part, mainly on inter-provincial trade, should be passed quickly. All 
Canadians want a strong and integrated national economy. 

Slowing down the review of Bill C-5 

However, the rest of the legislation is problematic and should be put under systematic 
Parliamentary review this summer. It should incorporate serious measures to reduce its 
environmental impacts and expand clean energy production and distribution. And the bill 
must include a strong amendment to strengthen Indigenous consultation and benefits. 

Stewarding Canada’s international reputation 

Our organization, the Group of 78 (https://group78.org/), is a Canadian non-profit that 
works for peace and disarmament, climate action, and economic and social justice 
through progressive Canadian foreign policy and renewed multilateralism. If this bill is 
passed, Canada’s leadership on the world stage in the fight against climate change will be 
deeply undermined. Indeed, your own reputation as a champion of sustainable finance and 
development will be badly compromised. 

Rebuilding trust with environmental and Indigenous organizations 

Like many Canadians, we are shocked that with Bill C-5 you have broken faith with two key 
constituencies that helped to elect you: environmental organizations and Indigenous 
communities. This legislation confers enormous power and influence over our economy on 
the oil and the oil-powered mining industries. Yet you know better than most that fossil 
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fuels are the leading cause of the greenhouse gas emissions that are warming our planet 
and triggering wildfires across the globe—wildfires that G7 leaders, under your presidency, 
recently pledged to fight collectively.  

Naming the existential threat of fossil fuels 

This is not simply convenient cognitive dissonance by policy elites. Fossil fuels, and the 
sister industries they power—chemicals, plastics and defence—pose a real and present 
existential threat to the futures of our children and grandchildren.   

But you already know this.  

Not relying on unproven technologies 

You also know that carbon capture technologies, much touted by the oil patch, have so far 
failed to demonstrate their effectiveness, though they give rhetorical cover to Big Oil. And in 
terms of alternatives, the technology for small nuclear reactors remains unproven and 
hydrogen power is many years away from viability as well.  

Working for fossil fuel non-proliferation 

The Group of 78 supports the global Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty initiative 
(https://fossilfueltreaty.org/), which is endorsed by 135 cities and subnational governments 
and 101 Nobel laureates and works closely with 16 island states. The Government of 
Canada should support this initiative and engage with those countries. 

Citizens are skeptical of governments’ commitment to fighting climate change 

Last fall, the Group of 78 held a conference in Ottawa titled Citizens Confront Climate 
Crisis. Featuring Canadian champions in the fight against climate change at all levels, the 
meeting found that citizens care deeply about the environment and increasingly want to 
take back control of the climate agenda from their elected officials and the fossil fuel 
industry. We attach the recommendations for action arising from the conference. 

Protecting, not decimating the environment 

Bill C-5 must recommit to robust environmental protections in the approval process for 
major projects. Yes, the velocity and efficiency of this process must be increased. But our 
land and water, much coveted by our neighbour to the south and other geopolitical rivals, 
are precious sources of life. The legislation should include provisions to ensure the 
protections afforded in federal environmental laws and regulations are honoured with 
diligence and good faith and thoroughly enforced. Building big and bold must not open the 
door to environmental decimation. 
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Increasing investment in the clean economy 

However, we know more than ever before how, efficiently and at scale, to expand solar, 
wind, hydro, and battery power, strengthen the electricity grid, and build electric vehicles.  
Our European allies are investing heavily in these clean-energy pathways. In fact, there may 
even be a business case for inviting the Chinese to build affordable electric cars here. 

An amended Bill C-5 should include robust commitments to increase Canada’s investment 
in clean energy and fight the climate change impacts of fossil fuels 

Strengthening Indigenous consent and benefits 

Indigenous communities deserve a better deal in Bill C-5. Aligned with the position of the 
First Nations Major Projects Coalition for Bill C-5 and with the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, an amendment to the bill should provide for the 
following:  

1) There must be recognition by the government of Indigenous communities’ right to 
free, prior and informed consent in any major resource project proposed on their 
ancestral lands. 

2) The government and project proponents must include the economic interest of 
Indigenous peoples in national-interest project agreements. Indigenous economic 
interest should include equity ownership or revenue sharing. 

3) The government must provide Indigenous peoples access to capital through federal 
loan guarantees and concessional financing, and pooled investment vehicles 
tailored to Indigenous priorities. 

4) The government must establish procurement requirements to ensure Indigenous 
businesses and labour are integrated into project supply chains. 

5) The government must recognize First Nation approval processes as legitimate 
pathways. 

6) Tied to project approvals, the government must establish transparent metrics and 
reporting on Indigenous inclusion. 

An invitation to policy dialogue 

We join with civil-society and Indigenous organizations across Canada in opposing Bill C-5 
in its current substantive form and in the rushed, omnibus process the Government is 
employing to pass this legislation.   

However, at the same time, our Executive team is prepared to meet with your officials at 
any time to explore changes to the bill that protect the environment, invest in the clean 
economy, and strengthen Indigenous inclusion and benefits. Such changes will promote 
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sustainable futures for all Canadians and will also bolster Canada’s international 
leadership in fighting climate change and inequality. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Dr. Edward T. Jackson                                                 Ms. Susan Tanner 
Chair, Group of 78                                                        Vice-Chair, Group of 78 
Mobile: 613 296 9934 
 
CC: 
 
The Honourable Julie Dabrusin, Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
 
The Honourable Rebecca Alty, Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations 
 
The Honourable Tim Hodgson, Minister of Energy and Natural Resources 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 

 

 

 
 


