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GETTING TO NUCLEAR ZERO
BUILDING COMMON SECURITY FOR A POST-MAD WORLD

OUTLINE
The quest for global sustainable peace is at a critical juncture. The considerable majority of countries, through
the United Nations, is actively pursuing the crafting of a treaty to eliminate nuclear weapons. This action faces
many challenges, notably the opposition of most nuclear weapons states and some of their allies, including
Canada.
Nuclear disarmament ultimately requires a shift from the doctrine of mutually assured destruction (MAD) to a
commitment – in mind, policy and practice – to mutual security, through a sustainable common security
regime rooted in global interdependence, the rule of law, and a recognition of the limited utility of military
force in responding to political conflict. Common security is built on UN Charter principles and on mutual
security arrangements, rather than competitive military alliances, and focuses on war prevention and the
peaceful resolution of disputes.
These issues will be examined and debated in the Group of 78’s 2017 policy conference. Speakers and
presenters will provide analysis of the process and prospects for abolishing nuclear weapons and seeking to
define the elements necessary to transition to a post-nuclear weapons world. They will provide an overview of
current international initiatives, delve into the status and prospects of the negotiations at the United Nations
to eliminate nuclear weapons, assess the impediments to developing a common security framework without
nuclear weapons, identify the building blocks for such a security system, and outline how Canada can play a
constructive leadership role in this enterprise.
The aims of the conference will be (1) to provide participants with a thorough and cogent analysis of what’s
involved in complete nuclear disarmament and building common security for the global community, and (2) to
articulate ideas and recommendations to the Canadian government for its participation and leadership in this
process.
Among the questions that the conference will address are: How realistic is the idea of, and what are the steps
involved in, achieving complete nuclear disarmament? How does one overcome the objections of those who
hold nuclear weapons now? What does a post-nuclear weapons world look like? How can public opinion be
mobilized toward a safer, non-nuclear planet? What positions and actions can Canada bring to the table to
accelerate movement to this goal? What can civil society undertake to encourage and support the Canadian
Government in this role?
Further information on the detailed program and the process to register as a participant in the conference is
available on the Group of 78 website (http://group78.org/).

