GROUP OF 78
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

REPORT TO MEMBERS, 2012-13

OTTAWA, SEPTEMBER 2013

INTRODUCTION

This report to the Group of 78 membership fromBleard of Directors accounts for the activities and
operations of the organization in the past yeat2203. The year has been another successful otte, b
in terms of the programs mounted and maintainiegvthbility of the Group. The members have
continued to be generous in their engagement, mggathle Group of 78 to continue to play a role in
public discourse on Canada’s involvement with gladsues.

GOVERNANCE

The Board of Directors met immediately after thd2@nnual meeting, elected its officers and idiutif
priorities for action. It met as usual in Marchl3Cor its mid-point session to review programs and
issues. lIts final meeting was held just befors yieiar's annual meeting.

The Board Officers for the year have been:

Richard Harmston, Chair

Manfred Bienefeld, Vice Chair

Peggy Mason, Past Chair & Secretary
Joan Broughton, Treasurer

Three other Directors joined the Officers to folm Executive Committee: Gerald Ohlsen, Roy Culpeper
and Erica Noordermeer. The EC met at least omoerdh, sometimes more as needs dictated, to manage
the programs and operations of the organizatidme Hxecutive Committee serves as the management
team for the Group of 78, accountable to the foldBl of Directors.

In 2011 Parliament passed a new law to govern nopofit organizations in Canada. The law prosgide
for higher standards in the conduct of civil sdeigin the country. Under the law, existing noofits

are required to submit “articles of continuancette government to demonstrate their adherendeeto t
new law. Part of this process is a review and tipg@f each organization’s by-laws. The Executias
undertaken this work and is proposing a new sbydaws to the membership at the annual meeting.
Assuming they are adopted, the Group of 78 wilinb@ position to register its “continuance” as galle
entity at year ahead of the deadline, October 2014.
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PROGRAMS
Luncheons

Our continuing program of luncheon speakers has besgnificant draw for members and others this
year, covering an interesting range of topics:

llario Maiolo: Current Challenges to International HumanitarianvieaNovember 2012

John Jacob<CETA: For Whose Benefit and at Whose CaBuary 2013

Jamie SwiftWarrior Nation: Rebranding Canada in an Age of AstyjFebruary 2013

André LalibertéChallenges to the New Leadership in Chikkarch 2013

Kate Higginsinternational Development at a Crossroads: The MBagond 2015April 2013
John Christenserax: The Forgotten Element of Developmé#fay 2013

Amitav Rath:India and the World: Rebalancing Economies and Rodane 2013

Special Event

As part of the special event series, the Rt. Hoa.Qlark addressed a public gathering on October 30
2012, on the themd_tading from Beside: Opportunities for Canadiarehmiational Policy. Mr. Clark
drew on his considerable experience, includingramé®Minister and Minister of External Affairs, to
analyze and advocate for Canada’s comparative tatyaias a facilitator for dialogue and negotiation
global affairs.

Afghanistan Project: Pathwaysto Peace

The Group continued to support the activities ef ffighanistan: Pathways to Peace initiative. ta la
2012 David Lord, a member of the Pathways Inteonati Steering Committee, travelled to Afghanistan
under CARE Canada funding to review programmingieegth Afghan partner organizations, donor
representatives and others in Kabul. This leddetailed concept note outlining the objectives of
second full phase of activities. This proposalttures to be reviewed with potential donors. Afterg
indifference, there is a reawakened interest irptieeess on the part of the Canadian governmehgtht
the political and official level. Meetings with BHD officials are expected to take place in Octatmer
look at possible program support.

Pathways will soon launch, for the first time, dliuifundraising effort and is in the process of
streamlining its management structure. It is naimg the focus of its activities in order to appeare
immediately to donors. The process continuesdoudis program possibilities with Afghan partners an
to attract the interest of potential volunteerghtin Canada and internationally.

Pathways works closely with Peacebuild, its priatgperating partner. It led in the organizatidmo
semi-public meeting at St Paul's University, at itngtation of the conflict studies program. Itis
expected that this will lead to closer cooperabietween the University and the two organizations,
possibly including their being housed on the campus

Members are encouraged to visit the Pathways veepsivw.afghanpathways.odrgo “Like” its page on
Facebook and to follow it on Twitter.

Group of 78: Report of the Board of Directors to Members, September 2013



Advocacy

Following each policy conference, the Group of [i&8res the report of the event, particularly the
conclusions and recommendations, with governmenisierrs, senior policy makes and other
Parliamentarians, as well as with a swath of cetiety engaged in international issues. The tesil
our 2012 conference dMlilitary Intervention: Lessons from Afghanistaere similarly distributed to
politicians and officials. Two meetings ensuedhvaenior advisors to ministers of CIDA (before
integration into Foreign Affairs) and Foreign Affsu

The Group also took up two crises current duriregyar. The first was the ongoing set of issuesrat
Iran’s nuclear program and its potential thregteace in the region. This theme grew out of tHEpo
conference on Afghanistan. After wide consultatitve Board adopted a position calling for avoiganc
of use of force, dialogue among protagonists, ligesht diplomacy and for Iran’s being permitted a
peaceful use of nuclear power provided it resp@t¢snational conventions.

The crisis in Mali led the Group to examine thisuis. The Executive proposed, and the Board cosdurr
to support a position of the World Federalists Ganidat called for Canada to work through the UWhite
Nations to resolve the conflict and restore a étuiginal order in the country.

Cluster munitions treaty ratification was a focasthe Group in the previous year and continuedl tinis
one. In spite of strong representations from ngumrters to amend the legislation, the measureegass
the Senate and was on deck for the House of Commbes Parliament was prorogued. This provides a
new opportunity for civil society to urge a freghrs on a new draft law.

The Executive Committee has also discussed theesevisis in Syria, considering what the Group rhigh
advocate for Canadian and international actionsa first step to involve our members and othethim
discussion, the October 2013 luncheon will addtigississue.

Conference 2013

Soon after the 2012 conference, the Executive dernsi topics for this year’'s event. It easily
recommended to the Board, which accepted, thaasttime to examine the phenomenon of the rise of
China as an economic and strategic power. Althdugtving for 30 years, this emergence represerds on
of the most significant shifts in internationalabns of the twenty-first century, and the challeror
Canada and other western countries is how to respavhat political and economic policies and action
are needed to ensure a peaceful and cooperatiomagedation of this new power from China? The
theme selected, therefore, wRasponding to China’s Global Re-emergenEgecutive Committee
members, with advice from others, formed the plagmiommittee that has mounted the conference. The
Group has received welcome cooperation from thef@iurs Institute at Carleton University and the US
Embassy to bring expert speakers from, respecti@ina and the United Nations to enrich the
dialogue.
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OPERATIONS
Member ship

The G78 annual meeting in 2012 approved the figiiase in many years for the annual membership
fees. As a testament to the loyalty of membersntimbers have remained the same with this increase
and a few new members have been added. The Glibbiyas goals for membership increase to be able
to cover basic program and operations but thi€lfeege provides increased strength for the
organization.

Financial Status

In addition to membership numbers, many membetsralsponded to the yearend appeal for support in
2012. The Board highly values this support, wteokures that the Group can continue to operateawith
sense of stability. The fundraising possibilitiesyond the membership remain quite limited but the
Board continues to explore them. Partnerships attier organizations and institutions with common
interests has been a positive development. ThedBei#l continue to seek support from the membershi
in the annual appeal this year.

Website

One of the key operational needs of the Group db78ome time has been a new website that is more
accessible and usable by members and others itgtgiesour activities and analysis of global issues
Hearing of this need, Jim Christie, a former Co4iCheplunteered to contribute half of the fundtdld

a new website. In the first half of 2013, othemmbers responded to a special appeal to secure the
balance and over this summer, the Group engagedsalktant — our current webmaster, to begin
development of a new site. This work is currenthglerway with the prospect of launching the imptbve
website by the end of the year.

Secretariat

The Board and membership continue to be gratefuhi®hard work that our Executive Secretary, Mary
Edwards, contributes to the activities and openatiaf the Group of 78. At the end of next yeaieraf2
years with the organization, Mary will take a wadiserved retirement, but the Group is fortunateatce
her continue in her vital role for another year.

Another major change, however, is the move of thmu@'s secretariat to a new location. The landkrd
145 Spruce Street, sometime called the House dfCasses, plans changes to the site, which entails
several civil society organizations finding new daes. Immediately after the annual conference3iig
secretariat will move to the Bronson Centre in ®&do an improved location for its operations.

LOOKING AHEAD
Reflections from WWI: With the centenary of thedtiwWorld War beginning next year, the Board has
been exploring with other organizations the ideasiifig this occasion — which will in any case be a

subject of public attention — to emphasize peaddamg term lessons that can be gleaned from the
experience. Others are interested and the Grasipd®n discussing with the Canadian War Museum a
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conference to be held there in the fall of 2014e Executive is recommending that this event ctuteti

our annual policy conference for next year. Thsr will provide the opportunity to extend our ckao
other constituencies in Canada and to examine fefidttion on some major issues and the way Canada
and the international community can address them.

CONCLUSION

The Group of 78 has had a successful year, botjragmumatically and operationally. The Group is a
small organization dealing with vital issues in idevand difficult environment. It is also partafarger
complex of citizens’ organizations trying to addresd improve Canada’s contribution to a more
peaceful, fair and prosperous world. Part of imisiense task is persuading the government to erigage
dialogue and diplomacy to address and solve intiemel problems. To do so, the Group of 78 will
continue to provide an arena for analysis, dialogné studied advocacy.
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